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Goals of This Course

1. Introduce the topic of corporate 
sustainability and its meaning with regards 
to the urban environment.

2. Present strategies and mechanisms by 
which business can contribute toward green 
cities and their motivation for doing such.

3. Give students understanding of the cutting -
edge developments and thinking shaping 
the global agenda of business in cities.



Learning and Skills Objectives (I)
Corporate Sustainability : 

ïStudents will connect with the natural and social 
sciences to learn and understand about the concept of 
corporate sustainability. 

ïCorporate sustainability will be connected to the 
urban environment as students learn of how and why 
companies care and act on city sustainability issues.

Business strategies : 

ïStudents will learn about corporate strategies for 
green citiesthrough engagement with corporate 
front-runners.

ïStudents will engage with how businesses are finding 
opportunities through providing sustainability 
solutions and how this is bringing benefits and real 
value to firms.



Learning and Skills Objectives (II)
State of the art practices: 

ïThe course heavily engages with companies and 
academics at the forefront of corporate 
sustainability and green cities. Students will be 
taught of the cutting edge advancements in the 
field and an outlook upon the future of business. 

Analytical skills: 

ïStudents will learn how to analyse the corporate 
sustainability activitiesof companies in connection 
to green cities. 

Elevator pitching skills: 

ïStudents will learn how to make an ΨŜƭŜǾŀǘƻǊ ǇƛǘŎƘΩ 
and will need to put this into practice with an 
individual recorded message to the CEO. 



Class Schedule

ÅLecture 1: Introduction to Corporate 
Sustainability and Green Cities

ÅLecture 2: Strategies for Sustainability

ÅLecture 3: Doing Business for Green Cities

ÅLecture 4: Innovation for Sustainability

ÅLecture 5: Future Directions



Preparation & Self-study

Mandatory and optional readings given in the 
module handbook

Suggest to read one practitioner oriented book 

For additional readings please use lecture 
references

Sustainable business news:

Åhttp://www.theguardian.com/uk/sustainable-
business

Åhttp://www.corporateknights.com/

http://www.theguardian.com/uk/sustainable-business
http://www.corporateknights.com/




Assignment 1

Business Case Report (60%): 

Select a multinational company (MNC) 
and produce a report critically analysing 
its current strategy in relation to urban 
sustainability and consider the potential 
strategy for enhancement/ up-scaling

See Assignment 1 for detail 



Assignment 2

CEO Pitch (40%): 

Students are assigned a selected 
industry and are required to make an 
individual three minute video to the 
CEO of a relevant MNC on why urban 
sustainability matters to their company. 

See Assignment 2 for detail 



Agenda

1. What is Sustainability?

2. Business and Cities

3. Evolution of Corporate Sustainability



WHAT IS 

SUSTAINABILITY?







Discussion: How Sustainable was 
the 2014 Football World Cup?

ñCopa Verdeò a celebration of the 
greenest World Cup ever?

What makes a world cup 
ósustainableô for a city?

Consider this question and write 
down 3 key points 



Economically Beneficial? 

3.63 million jobs/year generated

R$ 63.48 billion of income for pop



Temporary jobs?
Training?



The peoples world cup?

The Peoples World Cup?
Dailymail.co.uk
Time.com
Examiner.com



The Peoples World Cup?

Is this the type of investment needed in 

Brazil?

Tourist areas
Airports, stadiums

Police, Military

Is this the type of investment needed in Brazil?



The Peoples World Cup?

Sports mega -events have become so costly for 

host cities and countries that few resources are 

left for dealing with the needs of poor and 

working class communities they affect
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/brazil-
world-cup-fails-to-score-environmental-goals/

www.rioonwatch.org

noticias.bol.uol.com.br
www.roadjunky.com-

http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/brazil-world-cup-fails-to-score-environmental-goals/
http://www.rioonwatch.org/

